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Comment No. 1        Issue Code: 16
Parties to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty agree not to directly or
indirectly transfer nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices or
control over them to any recipient; and not to in any way assist, encourage,
or induce nonnuclear weapon states to manufacture or alter use, or acquire
nuclear weapons, or alter nuclear explosive devices or control over them.
Continuation of the Y-12 mission, and construction and operation of a HEU
Materials Facility or Special Materials Complex by the United States does
not conflict with such an agreement.  The proposed action, which includes
continuing weapons dismantlement activities at Y-12, fully supports the
goals of Article VI of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, in which
signatory nations agree to work toward total disarmament.  Since the end
of the Cold War, the United States has significantly reduced the size of the
nuclear weapons stockpile, and DOE has dismantled more than 15,000
nuclear weapons. At the present time, the United States is further
downsizing the nuclear weapons stockpile consistent with the terms of the
START I and the recently ratified START II.  

Comment No. 2                Issue Code: 07
The amount of emissions released by the Y-12 site quoted by the
commentor in the Draft SWEIS has been updated to 1999 data and
included in the Final SWEIS.  The amounts in many cases have been
reduced (see Section 4.7.2.1 of the Final SWEIS).  Regarding the sampling
of mercury in Y-12 surface water and exceedance of state water quality
criteria, the commentor is correct. However, sampling is performed as Best
Management Practice and is above and beyond that required by the NPDES
Permit. For nonradiological parameters that are sampled and detected
above the analytical method reporting detection limit, the data are
compared with Tennessee water quality criteria. The most restrictive of
either the freshwater fish and aquatic life criterion maximum concentration
or the “recreation concentration for organisms only” standard (10-5 risk
factor for carcinogens) is used. This comparison serves as a record of water
quality, and the comparison to state water quality criteria limits is for
informational purposes only. The water quality criteria used is 0.00015
mg/L and the average concentration of 400 samples taken in 1999 was
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Comment No. 2 (cont.)                Issue Code: 07
<0.0007 mg/L (see Volume II, Section D.3.6 of the Final SWEIS for a
discussion of mercury and potential health effects).

Over the past several years, DOE has had a very aggressive facility upgrade
and site clean-up program and has worked with EPA, the states,
stakeholders, and the general public to clean up its facilities and ORR to
acceptable levels.  To date, DOE has completed numerous clean-up
activities and is aggressively working toward the cleanup of its remaining
environmental problems. 

DOE believes that it has adequately addressed impacts to the environment
that could result from implementing the proposed action and alternatives
in the Y-12 SWEIS.  Volume I, Chapter 5, Section 5.7 of the Y-12 SWEIS
addresses air quality impacts from the proposed action and alternatives; and
Volume II,  Appendices D and E provide further detailed analyses related
to human health effects from normal operations/facility accidents and air
quality, respectively.

Comment No. 3                Issue Code: 05
DOE believes that it has adequately addressed impacts to the environment
that could result from implementing the various alternatives.  Volume I,
Chapter 4, Section 4.5.2 and Chapter 5, Section 5.5.2 of the Y-12 SWEIS
addresses hydrological impacts of the proposed action and alternatives; and
Section 3.2.2.3 explains the activities and actions that would continue
under No Action - Planning Basis Operations Alternative for remediation
of  groundwater contamination at Y-12.  In addition, there are no Class I
sole source aquifers that lie beneath ORR. 


